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AS WE GATHER

All people are descendants of the first man, Adam. After the worldwide flood of God’s judgment of
sin, Noah and his sons became the progenitors of all mankind. It was of the lineage of Shem
(Genesis 11) that the man Abram was born. The descendants of Abram/Abraham were named
Hebrews or Jews, after Judah, one of Jacob’s sons; this naming pertained to all of Israel after the
Babylonian exile. To this day, they are referred to as God’s “chosen people” after the words of
Moses: “For you are a people holy to the LORD your God. The LORD your God has chosen you to
be a people for His treasured possession, out of all the peoples who are on the face of the earth”
(Deuteronomy 7:6). They were chosen to be the lineage of the Messiah, the deliverer, the Christ.
Faithful to His promise, God took on flesh “of the house and lineage of David” (Luke 2:4) as the
incarnate Son of God and Son of Mary of Nazareth.

Welcome to all our Members, Guests and Visitors today, if you re a visitor, please
introduce yourself to the pastor after service in the Narthex. We here at St. Matthew pray
that you enjoy your time worshiping with us today.

The Baptism of Our Lord



TLH 134 Songs of Thankfulness and Praise
INVOCATION

In the name of the Father and of the ¥ Son and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

OPENING SENTENCES
I will go to the altar of God,
to God my exceeding joy.
Praise the LORD, all nations! Extol Him, all peoples!
For great is His steadfast love toward us, and the faithfulness of the
LORD endures forever. Praise the LORD!

CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION
Jesus Christ is God’s chosen one, who came and who comes again today to
call everyone to salvation from sin and death and who makes all who are
baptized in His name to be the chosen sons and daughters of God. Marked
by the sacred waters of Holy Baptism, let us receive God’s assurance and
promise of forgiveness.
Almighty God, our dear Father in heaven, in Holy Baptism You have
marked us with the sign of the holy cross upon our foreheads and upon
our hearts to mark us as people of Your choosing to be redeemed by
Christ the crucified. Open our eyes to Your light of freedom and
forgiveness and to Your calling of us to be Your own chosen people of
Your eternal kingdom.
Upon this your confession, the almighty God and Father of our Lord Jesus
Christ, who has given you the new birth of water and of the Spirit, has
forgiven you all your sins. God strengthen you with His grace to life "
everlasting.
Amen.
Introit
Behold my servant, whom I uphold,
my chosen, in whom my soul delights.
I will tell of the decree:
The LORD said to me, “You are my Son; today I have begotten you.



Ask of me, and I will make the nations your heritage,
and the ends of the earth your possession.
You shall break them with a rod of iron
and dash them in pieces like a potter’s vessel.”
Now therefore, O kings, be wise;
be warned, O rulers of the earth.
Serve the LORD with fear,
and rejoice with trembling,
for his wrath 1s quickly kindled.
Blessed are all who take refuge in him.

Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Ghost; as it was in
the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, world without end. Amen.

Kyrie

Lord have mercy upon us, Christ have mercy upon us, Lord have mercy
upon us

Gloria in Excelsis
Glory be to God on high:
and on earth peace, goodwill toward men. We praise Thee, we bless Thee,
we worship Thee, we glorify Thee, we give thanks to Thee, for Thy great
glory. O Lord God, heav’nly King, God the Father Almighty. O Lord, the
only-begotten Son, Jesus Christ; O Lord God, Lamb of God, Son of the
Father, that takest away the sin of the world, have mercy upon us. Thou
that takest away the sin of the world, receive our prayer. Thou that sittest
at the right hand of God the Father, have mercy upon us. For Thou only
art holy; Thou only art the Lord. Thou only, O Christ, with the Holy
Ghost, art most high in the glory of God the Father. Amen.

SALUTATION
The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Let us pray.



Father in heaven, at the Baptism of Jesus in the Jordan River You
proclaimed Him Your beloved Son and anointed Him with the Holy Spirit.
Make all who are baptized in His name faithful in their calling as Your
children and inheritors with Him of everlasting life; through the same Jesus
Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one
God, now and forever.

Amen

FIRST READING Isaiah 42:1-9

'Behold my servant, whom I uphold, my chosen, in whom my soul delights;
I have put my Spirit upon him; he will bring forth justice to the nations. “He
will not cry aloud or lift up his voice, or make it heard in the street; *a
bruised reed he will not break, and a faintly burning wick he will not
quench; he will faithfully bring forth justice. “He will not grow faint or be
discouraged till he has established justice in the earth; and the coastlands
wait for his law. > Thus says God, the LORD, who created the heavens and
stretched them out, who spread out the earth and what comes from it,

who gives breath to the people on it and spirit to those who walk in it: ®“I am
the LORD; I have called you in righteousness; I will take you by the hand and
keep you; I will give you as a covenant for the people, a light for the nations,
"to open the eyes that are blind, to bring out the prisoners from the dungeon,
from the prison those who sit in darkness. *I am the LORD:; that is my name;
my glory I give to no other, nor my praise to carved idols. "Behold, the
former things have come to pass, and new things I now declare; before they
spring forth I tell you of them.”

This is the Word of the Lord.

Thanks be to God.

*%**%Choir:: “Faith, Hope and Joy”****



SECOND READING Romans 6:1-11

'What shall we say then? Are we to continue in sin that grace may

abound? *By no means! How can we who died to sin still live in it? *Do you
not know that all of us who have been baptized into Christ Jesus were
baptized into his death? *We were buried therefore with him by baptism into
death, in order that, just as Christ was raised from the dead by the glory of
the Father, we too might walk in newness of life. >For if we have been
united with him in a death like his, we shall certainly be united with him in a
resurrection like his. *We know that our old self was crucified with him in
order that the body of sin might be brought to nothing, so that we would no
longer be enslaved to sin. "For one who has died has been set free from

sin. *Now if we have died with Christ, we believe that we will also live with
him. *We know that Christ being raised from the dead will never die again;
death no longer has dominion over him. '°For the death he died he died to
sin, once for all, but the life he lives he lives to God. ''So you also must
consider yourselves dead to sin and alive to God in Christ Jesus.

This is the Word of the Lord.

Thanks be to God.

Alleluia. You are My beloved Son; with You I am well pleased. Alleluia.

Matthew 3:13-17

Gospel of St. Matthew the third chapter

Glory be to Thee, O Lord.

PThen Jesus came from Galilee to the Jordan to John, to be baptized by

him. "*John would have prevented him, saying, “I need to be baptized by
you, and do you come to me?” ’But Jesus answered him, “Let it be so now,
for thus it is fitting for us to fulfill all righteousness.” Then he

consented. '°’And when Jesus was baptized, immediately he went up from
the water, and behold, the heavens were opened to him, and he saw the Spirit
of God descending like a dove and coming to rest on him; '"and behold, a
voice from heaven said, “This is my beloved Son, with whom I am well



pleased.”
This is the Gospel of the Lord.
Praise be to Thee, O Christ

Apostles’ Creed
I believe in God, the Father Almighty
maker of heaven and earth.
And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died and was buried.
He descended into hell.
The third day He rose again from the dead.
He ascended into heaven
and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty.
From thence He will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy Christian Church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and life everlasting. Amen.

TLH 352 O Savior, Precious Savior
Sermon
Create in me a clean heart, O God, and renew a right spirit within me.
Cast me not away from Thy presence, and take not Thy Holy Spirit from
me. Restore unto me the joy of Thy salvation, and uphold me with Thy free
spirit. Amen.

Offering



PRAYER OF THE CHURCH
All glory and praise to You, O God, for You have created all mankind in
Your image to live in Your love and fellowship forever in Your eternal
kingdom. By Your design, You have defeated the devil and the power of sin
and death by the sacrifice of Your Son, our Lord Jesus Christ, and opened
the kingdom of heaven to all believers. He became Your chosen one in His
Baptism in the waters of the Jordan River and by Y our Holy Spirit, in order
that all who are baptized in His name and by the same Spirit may be restored
to newness of life as Your chosen sons and daughters. Help us to extend the
same invitation of Your mercy and grace to all people. Lord, in Your mercy,
hear our prayer.
Grant that Your church be guided in true faith and worship by faithful
pastors and shepherds of Your flock, that we may sing Your praises joyfully
now and in eternity. Lord, in Your mercy,
hear our prayer.
Help us to live with integrity as people of Your own possession, guarding us
from all evil and leading us safely in the ways of Your good and gracious
will. Give to all in the authority of government a desire for good order to the
promotion of freedom and faithfulness to the ways of peace. Lord, in Your
mercy,
hear our prayer.
To all who are yet enslaved by the darkness of sin and separation from You,
cause the light of Your salvation to break forth that many may hear of Your
deliverance and the hope of life and love by faith in the Savior and be drawn
by the Spirit to Your covenant of Holy Baptism. Lord, in Your mercy,
hear our prayer.
Grant healing and relief to all who are sick, homebound, or in any need or
distress, that they may know the power of Your love. Lord, in Your mercy,
hear our prayer.
We remember all the saints who have gone before us. Give us a heart of
wisdom that when our last hour comes, we are granted a blessed end in the
life of the world to come. Lord, in Your mercy,
hear our prayer.



Into Your hands, O Lord, we commend all for whom we pray, trusting in
Y our mercy; through Your Son, Jesus Christ, our Lord.
Amen.

LORD’S PRAYER
Our Father who art in heaven hallowed be Thy name,
Thy kingdom come,
Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven;
give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory
forever and ever. Amen.

BENEDICAMUS
Let us bless the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

BENEDICTION

The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you.
The Lord look upon you with favor and " give you peace.
Amen. Amen. Amen.

TLH 398 Renew Me, O Eternal Light



